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a major factor in 15 appeal

Once the mydlery designer was re-
vepled {more om that later), the dress in
aqueation was prompily snatched up, in all
thires codors, by five different Fogwe edi-
tors and later spodled on two up-and-
comang indie actresses and an methe-know
Chelsea gallery owner,

The moral of this fashion Fairy tale:
These days, when just abouwl anyonme who
wilches MTY or reads style maguanes
can spot last season’s Chanel boot at 50
paces, there’s something incredibly chic
aboul weanng a completely unplaceable
prece, Adter all, isn't it the goal of every
worman whe really cases absout clothes to
create a sensation? Aad fan't that inpos-
sible when the outfil you are wearing has
already been burned into the brain of
every person in the room?

This same allure—wearing a dress that
friends recognize as pours, rather thar Ba-
bemciagns—is what fueks the vintige craze,
fomin, Maore and more, we're I:nukin[:i'nr
clothes that we can make our own

hie dessipmners behind such fab-
uloaly unrecognizakde cre-
atiois are an elusive lat. They
love clothes but don't seem
interested 10 laking part in
the grand fashson machine
that turns designers imto
heusehold names. They don’|
advertise or push for public-
ity. They have limited pro-
duction runs ancd are more
than content with less than
ubigquiteas distribution. They
devielop discreet followings,
Theirs become the clothes
thai knowing editors max with season-
defining big-name pieces.

Bt all thas insider action s not entire-
Iy Fair 1o the rest of world, now, i 07 In
thse imterest of grem style for all, let the rev-
elations begin,

First of all, hack 1o the aforementsoned
black dress, The woman who made itisa
il-year-old, six-foot-three college proles-
sor tierned Fashion designer nonmed Julin
Meamian. She's obhsessive abouat cut and
aquality, cites Sartre as & design influence,
and, until two years ago, had no wles whio
Tom Ford was. The clothes she creates
undber her vear-old label, Julia, ane best de-
scribed as intellectually sexy. Youw won't
see any microminis or skintight tops
Whist you will find are libranan-inspired
shirts that just happen 1o be missing all of

their bop buttons and dresses that look bike
ol outfits sized for grown-ups. 1U's Loli-
ta all the way

Maman's interests extend far beyond
[ashion: She paints, holds a master's in
public health from Cohimbai, a master's
from MY'L in philosophy:-{which she still
teaches, despite her growing businesa),
and she even attended law achool “Tor
about o diy and & hall™ But one Uthing she
haas nor interest in, it scems, is beooming a
player, Despite the fact tsan Chla# Sevi-
gny, Matasha Lyonne, and Sarah Jessica
Parker wear her clothes, despite the fiect
tht her signatire waspewaist blovses con-
tinually sell out a1l Barneys, she remaing
i'.|5|_;|ii:p.'||'{'n|1|.|gh to retam her “dress by
ANOMYIRoUS" stanis.

“I can’t even picture having a fashion
shiow,  she says. it el weard. That kisd
of spectacks 15 Just nod appealing.”

Jodi Arnold 15 8 20-something Al-
abama-born, Mew York-based redhead
whao designs Mint, a line full of Mirty
dresses v iﬂliLEI.'JLI'IhpI:I'L'Ij _iill.' kets, and
punky T-shirts. She shares Meaman's re-
tiring sentimendts. Seli-promaotion 1s not
this polite southerner's glass of iced tea,
She'd rather be at home with her two

“[ can't even picture having a fashion
show.” says Neaman. "It feels weird. That
kind of spectacle is just not appealing”

cocker spaniels than al a (angy lashion
fete—but that's not to =ay she wouldn'y
know how to dress for one. Arnold
miskes perlect partywear., There are dan-
delion-print dresses in foaty chillon,
Black lace cocktail dresses with smbin
trim, amd fitted Yictorian jackets to keep
thangs o getling too precious or ethe-
real. It's all slightly vintage-inspired, a
bit *girl from Birmingham hats the bag
city."” Aned, of course, it's incredibly hard
tir place, Aceording to Arnold, that's the
podnk exnctly

‘Even in high school 1 never wanted
whal everybody else had,” she says
“I've always made my own staff or
hm|gh|: old clothes and done something
1o theeon to make them special, That's my
challenge now as a designer, to figure
o i way 1o make my clothes look hand-
made.”

Arnold's current resort oodlection was
|1|.-:p|r|.'-:|. vy saamne twWenlies dreases that
she saw at a Mea market, “They just

booked so woshed and worn,” she siays.
“Like clodbes that some long-ago woman
had truly made her own. "
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When Bever-
Iy Klein and
Thercea
MeAllen set
ups Lheesr ddesagn stucho m Los Anpeles, they
were more concerned with having a great
vigw than with bailding a big repatation.
“It wasn't just about the clothes.™ says
Klen, sounding very West Coast. & We
meeded o be inan emaronment where we
could let things flow.™

Their two-and-a-halfyear-okd line, Tree,
racliates this pood-vibrations feel. The part-
ners-in=clesgn make the kind of cothes
thint Ik best wath bare feel: giudy, em-
broidered dresses that suit the sort of
Topanga Canyon party where gardendns
float in the swim-
ming pool
Many of thewr
crealions—in
purples, teals,
and blues shot
through with
Lurex ernbrodery ook like they've been
carned back from a surfing vacation in
Goa. It's not surprising, then, that now-
velle bohemians like Amber Valletta,
Leelee Sobiesk, anl Sheryl Cron ane Fans.

Yo how hinsg Tree mamiged 1oy be.
neath the fashion radar, given its mamy
famous mannequins? Somehow, i looks
entirely different depending on who's
wearing 16, The secrel, according to
MoAllen, 15 1m the (il “We do a lot of
draping,” says MoAllen. “And we often
cul on the bias, so it wears really well”

And thowgh the clothes appear relalive
hy umstruchursd on the hanger, put therm on
and you'll realize that's not the case, “We
start a lot of our sl from the corset and
deconstnsc from there,” Sxyvs Bolamn, who
eays she learned how to " build”™ a dress
while working on period films as a cos-
tumer, “We pul the emphasis on the
woman s torse” she adds, And, alker &l
even in Holhwood, thee buman body 1s the
ultimate one-ofakind —a0. weweilh
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